Alligator attack: an illustration of the impact of early clinical exposure.
CONTEXT AND PROCESS: The authors recount the importance of mentoring during medical education. A personal narrative of clinical exposure as a University of South Florida (USF) student at Tampa General Hospital illustrates the unparalleled value of unique clinical situations such as the emergency care of a patient following an alligator attack. The benefits of early clinical experience and integrated medical education to be obtained through a mentor relationship are explored. The clinical exposure of medical students is central to their development as clinicians.